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The Life and Times of Tim Gierl Contents

Tim Gierl’s love for libraries started about fifty years

ago when as a young boy he was exploring the Brown County The Life and Times 1
Public Library with his brother. At the time, the library was WVLS IT Forum 2
attached to the Neville Public Museum in Green Bay. On one WVLS Disaster Plan 3
of these visits, he and his brother found their way downstairs Book Reviewed 3
to the Children’s Library where they discovered the neatest Welcome 3
thing. A mummy was on display as part of an ancient Egyptian Christmas Kitten 3
exhibit. Trustee’s Corner 4

Ever since then, Tim has always loved libraries and Librarian in Black 4
valued what they can offer people. As a participant in the Technology Essentials 5
Wausau Leadership program, he discovered a way that he Improvements 5
could give back to the community and to libraries. Ray Barnes & Noble 6
Mickevicius, the leader of this program, instilled in the The Top 10 Mobile 7
participants the motivation to become involved in the Time to Apply 9
community and to take advantage of the right opportunity Websites of Interest 9
when it comes along. Calendar of Events 9

So when the then Marathon County Administrator Mort Quote of the Month 10

McBain asked Tim if he would like to serve on the Library

Board, he said yes wholeheartedly.



Tim has been a Marathon County Public Library Trustee for the last three years and served his
first year of a two-year term as the President of the Marathon County Public Library Board in 2009.

As a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire with a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration and Marketing, he worked for Liberty Mutual Insurance for many years and retired
recently.

Tim and his wife, Janet, have lived in Wausau since 1992, and they both have been Marathon
County Public Library cardholders for over 15 years. One of Tim’s favorite pastimes is reading
adventure stories. When he isn’t reading, he and his wife both enjoy golfing. Their two sons have
already left the “nest”, with Adam working in the Minneapolis area and Ryan working in the Wausau
area.

Tim enjoys serving on the board and especially appreciates the healthy discussions that the
board has regarding the future of libraries, how to improve customer service, and exploring what is new
in the field of library technology.

Tim feels that being on the Board is a very rewarding experience and he is proud to be a part of

this vibrant organization.

(Inese Christman, Wisconsin Valley Library Service)

WVLS IT Forum Connects Libraries for Technology Discussions
“With the fluidity of information in business today, leaders need to be masterful
listeners; they need to be able to receive as well as send.” --- Joseph Badaracco

Taking that sentiment to heart, WVLS IT Director Joshua Klingbeil opened the doors to

a new web forum created for the purpose of discussing Information Technology issues.

“‘We need a way to communicate ideas and information in an organized manner, and the
email listserves aren’t going to cut it. While our 7-member network committee has successfully
accomplished its original goals, however, WVLS would like broader input on technological issues of
interest to any/all WVLS libraries.”

Instead of trying to force the issue and rework the committee, WVLS is reaching out directly to
the libraries and filling a technology leadership role they’ve been hoping for. The Technology Forum is
intended to be a crucible for technological discussions from which highly desired projects will develop.

“The forum can be dynamic and fluid in a way that a committee cannot”, claims Joshua.
“However, we don’t want to lose our sense of direction. Encouraging conversation and idea generation
in an organized, accessible forum will help keep us on track. We’'ll be able to more adeptly affect action
on high interest and\or high priority projects.”

WVLS will also be able to target smaller groups of libraries than the entire consortium. There
will still be ‘“all or nothing’ issues, but those will become the exception, not the rule.”

The WVLS IT Forum can be found at: http://wvls.jajulu.org/itforum/
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WVLS Disaster Plan Updated
An updated and revised “Wisconsin Valley Library Service — Disaster Plan” was approved at the

November 14, 2009 meeting of the WVLS Board of Trustees. This Disaster Plan is available on the
WVLS website at: http://wvls.lib.wi.us/About/Disaster_plan/disaster_plan.htm.

Library Journal Reviews Book by WVLS’ Public Library Director
Loralee Petersen, Director of the Withee Public Library, is also known as Kara Lynn Russell
when she writes her Christian fiction. Well, after having several books published, she now has her

most recent book reviewed by Library Journal. Here is the review:

“‘Russell, Kara Lynn. The Prodigal Father. Five Star: Gale Cengage. Dec. 2009. ¢.278p.
ISBN 978-1-59414-823-1. $25.95. CF

Set in Wisconsin, this modern story revolves around the Lunds, a family in crisis. Three years ago, Scott
left his wife, Beth, but has now returned to win her back. Beth wants to believe that they can make the
marriage work, but she can't quite get over his leaving and learn to trust him again. Complicating matters,
Beth tells Scott that they have a daughter with Down’s Syndrome. Scott wants to embrace them both if
Beth will just give him another chance. VERDICT This well-written, tender tale of forgiveness and
reconciliation features realistically drawn characters struggling with the same problems that many
contemporary couples face. Sure to attract fans of domestic fiction that explores marriage issues.”

Congratulations, Loralee!

Welcome, New Directors!
WVLS is happy to welcome two new directors to the system. They are Debbie Meier at the
Westboro Public Library and Denise Korenuk at the Western Taylor County Public Library in Gilman.

Both started their new positions in late November.

welcome, Debbie and Denise!

Christmas Kitten Appears at the Marathon County Public Library
‘Twas the Friday after Thanksgiving and all through the library,

the customers were busy with books they could carry. Mﬂ,
But down at the drive-thru all was pretty quiet, -g‘“ 1“ ;
no shoppers lined up to cause us a riot. ‘%5// " —;;
When to my wondrous ears | did hear, p *:3»;%@/%\5
the sad little cry of a kitten, so small and so dear. 3 \.,,,3:'“}
| dashed to the window to see what was the matter, kjfi)

her paws were so small they didn’t make a clatter.
| tried to console her but away she did run,
a kitten at the library! Oh my! What fun!

| called my co-worker to come give assistance,
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‘cuz that little kitty was giving resistance.
Deb followed the kitty to a bush it could peak,

so into the library for help Deb did seek.
Out to the bush the help did surround,

but across the street the kitty bound.
On Katie and Casey! On Liz and Deb!

across to the Fed Building they did tread.
Alas, alas the kitty did fell,

right through the grate of a window well.
With flashlight in hand Casey leaned down to see,

there was the kitty hissing “don’t come near me”.
A bag was needed to carry the fluffball,

And librarians are known for stuff they haul.
So with bookbag in hand, Casey gathered the cat,

and after all that, that was that.
A new member for her family, Katie felt it was right,

saying “Merry Christmas to all and to all a good night!”
(Mary Stachowiak and her Mom, Marathon County Public Library)

TRUSTEE’S CORNER
“Trustee Topics” Added to the WVLS Website

The Wisconsin Valley Library Service has added “Trustee Topics” to our website at:
http://wvls.lib.wi.us/TrusteeTopics/general.htm. You will find many helpful resources and links to
information about WVLS, the Wisconsin Library Trustees and Friends (WLTF), Trustee training
resources, links to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction’s “Trustee Essentials”, and the newly
completed “Trustee Squashes”, which are abbreviated chapters of the “Trustee Essentials” created by
WVLS Director Emerita, Heather Eldred.

CONTINUING EDUCATION
Librarian in BLACK is Coming to WVLS via the Web

Sarah Houghton-Jan is going to be sharing her program on “Keeping Current and Dealing
with Information Overload” with WVLS via a 90-minute webinar on Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at
1:00 pm (CST). She will talk about some of her favorite tools to stay ahead of technology changes,
organizing her day and keeping work balanced with her home life. This is a free workshop offered by a
collaborative sponsorship between the Nicolet Federated Library System and the Wisconsin Valley

Library Service. Watch for further details coming soon.
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Technology Essentials 2010: WebJunction Online Conference

WebJunction is offering a really great technology conference on February 9" and 10" and you
don’t need to worry about leaving your office or finding a dog sitter. This conference will be offered
online and include practical and timely technology solutions for your library’s needs. Some of the topics
scheduled are: staff training, marketing, technology planning, and virtual libraries. If you would like to
learn more and/or register for this free conference, go to: http://www.webjunction.org/conferences/-
/articles/content/86891033

INFO TO GO

Improvements to the WPLC Digital Download Center and OverDrive!

The Wisconsin Public Library Consortium (WPLC) Digital Download Center has experienced
some improvements in November. These changes include the addition of new ebooks and better
functionality.

As of Monday, November 2, 2009, the WPLC OverDrive collection includes two new formats
and some new features.

B eBooks -- The initial WPLC collection of eBooks contained over 200 titles. Two new formats
will be included. They are the Adobe EPUB eBook and Adobe PDF eBook. Adobe EPUB
eBooks offer reflowable text, which means that you can change the font, resize the text, or
alter the size of your display and the text 'reflows' to fill the available view area. (In most
cases PDF text is not reflowable like this.) EPUB and PDF eBooks will work with a
computer (Windows or Mac) or a Sony Reader. They will not work with the Amazon Kindle
or with Palm/Pocket PC devices. An eBook reader is optional: Required software: Adobe
Digital Editions: This program displays the eBook for reading and handles DRM (the
technology that makes titles auto-expire at the end of the week-long lending period).
System requirements and a link to download Adobe Digital Editions can be found at:
http://dbooks.wplc.info/Help-Reader-ADE.htm.

B Star-rating -- Users will be able to rate a title. Once signed in, users will be able to rate titles
on a scale of 1-5 stars. If a user has previously rated titles, the user can review and, if
desired, change or remove these ratings at a new 'My Ratings' page. Average ratings are
displayed to all users.

B Share via Social Networking -- In addition to the existing option of sharing information on a
title with a friend via e-mail, users will also be able to share information on a title via
Facebook and Twitter.

For more information and to try out these new features, go to the WPLC Digital Download

Center at: http://dbooks.wplc.info.

(South Central Library System — TechBits, November 11, 2009)
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Barnes & Noble Enters the E-Book Reader Market

E-Book readers are popping up everywhere and the newest entry to this popular market is the

Barnes & Noble Nook. Amazon’s Kindle has been around for a while and has been a huge winner in

the marketplace, but the Nook looks very promising. Here is a list that compares the Nook to the

Kindle.

Reading Screen

E InkE VizplexE
6" Diagonal display size

Good contrast with 16 level grayscale
Adjustable text size

Color Touch Screen

Color Touch Screen - 3.5" TFT Color LCD
Touch Control & Navigation

Quick Library View by Book Cover
Connectivity

Wireless

Wi-Fi/802.11b/g

Free Wi-Fi in all Barnes & Noble Stores
Memory

2GB Internal memory/storage (up to 1,500 eBooks)

Memory expansion

Content

Browse & shop for eBooks wirelessly

More than a million titles available

More than 500,000 free eBooks

Many bestsellers and new releases at $9.99
Newspapers and Magazines

Free unique content daily

Exclusive content when in your local Barnes & Noble
store

Directly load & read PDFs

Word document support

EPUB and eReader Formats Supported
Built in Dictionary

el ect

Nook by Barnes & Noble

S

q
first color touch screen for navigation

o
AT&T®, the nation's fastest 3G network*
first 3G and Wi-Fi-enabled eReader

of

7

Amazon Kindle 2

LG4 g

>

SprintE Wirele
X

X

virtually unlimited using Micro SD expansion slot; a 16GB

card holds up to 17,500 eBooks**

€@ CL4LLeet s

>

#

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate® Dictionary

&

x

<6 & &

X
fee for wirelessly emailing
X

The New Oxford American

Dictionary
Sharing & Syncing
Ability to read your eBooks on multiple devices iPhoneE, iPod touchE, BiPhoneE, i Pod
Synchronized last page read between devices o o
LendMeE technology first eReader with digx
i PhoneE, i Pod touchE, B
OtherFeatures
Androi dE Operating Syfirst -bdsedeReatei d E X
Try reader in store before buying o X
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. o o
Quick page turn by hard key

Replaceable colorful back cover 4 Color Choices X

Ergonomic back cover design for optimal hand fit W X

Personalize screensavers with your photos uses standard JPG images X

Over-the-Air software updates o o
Text-to-Speech X o

Dimensions

Unit Size (in inches) 7.7x4.9x0.50 8x5.3x0.36

Unit Size (in mm) 196.2 x 126 x 12.8 203.2x 134.6 x 9.1
Weight 11.2 0z. (3179) 10.2 0z. (289g)
Power

Rechargeable Lithium Polymer battery o W

Replaceable battery o X

Read without recharging up to 10 days with wireless off up to 14 days with wireless off
Audio

Speakers o o

Headphone jack o o

(Barnes and Noble website, December 2009)

The Top 10 Mobile Applications for 2012
The research firm Gartner has just put out a list of the top ten mobile applications
(http://Iwww.gartner.com/it/page.jsp?id=1230413) of the future. Well, not the distant

future, but the far off year of 2012. Nothing on the list is all that surprising or, in many

cases, even all that new. Instead, the list includes the sorts of technologies that are just
now coming into their own and haven't yet seen widespread adoption as well as the
already common technologies that are still experiencing growth.

For many of the categories on this list, there are a number of mobile apps that are already
available today. But what Gartner makes clear is that we're just getting started when it comes to their
use. For example, location-based services (LBS) - there still isn't one single app which everyone uses
to find their friends out in the real world via their mobile phones. Instead, we have a number of similar
but competing applications all vying to be the Facebook of location-based apps.

Another example is money payments - this type of service is having more of an impact in the
developing world right now where access to banks is more difficult than here in the Western world
where people just want the convenience of paying through their mobiles. When was the last time you
paid someone or paid at checkout through your mobile phone? Never? That sounds about right.

The full list is as follows:

1. Money Transfer: This refers to people sending money via SMS messages. Like mobile
payments, this service has more appeal in developing markets for now. However, there may
come a time when even using your debit card will seem passé, while paying for something with

actual cash will seem downright ancient.
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2. Location-Based Services: As mentioned above, there are still far too many services to choose
from when it comes to location-based social networking, fragmenting the market. But LBS
extends to more than social networks - it includes any application that taps into your phone's GPS
capabilities to offer up location-based services of any kind, whether that's local business reviews
or directions to the nearest Starbucks.

3. Mobile Search: No, mobile search isn't new, but on the mobile platform, it may get shaken up a
bit. Gartner predicts that consumers won't necessarily be sticking with the search services they
know and use on the Web (think Google, Bing, Yahoo) and instead experiment with using a few
different search providers that have "unique technologies" for mobile search.

4. Mobile Browsing: Saying that mobile browsing technologies will be heavily used in the future
sounds a little bit like stating the obvious. But as Gartner notes, mobile browsing capabilities
currently exist only on 60%-+ of handsets today. By 2013, that number will climb to 80%, meaning
that those who are still using the “app-less”, more basic feature phones will still be joining the
mobile web in mass numbers over the coming years.

5. Mobile Health Monitoring: Another technology whose impact will be felt more heavily in
developing markets, mobile health monitoring is still at an early stage of maturity and
implementation says Gartner. Project rollouts have been limited to pilot projects for now, but in
the coming years the industry will begin to monetize these efforts by offering mobile healthcare
monitoring products, services, and solutions to various care delivery organizations.

6. Mobile Payments: Like mobile transfers, mobile payments are more common in developing
markets at the moment, but that is quickly changing.

7. Near Field Communications (NFC): More popular in some European and Asian markets than
in the U.S., NFC still isn't a standard feature on many of today's phones. That may be about to
change, too. In late 2010, Gartner says that NFC-enabled phones will begin to ship in volume,
with Asia leading deployments, followed by Europe and North America.

8. Mobile Advertising: Also not new but growing fast, mobile advertising is one of the most
important ways to monetize mobile content. Total spending on mobile advertising in 2008 was
$530.2 million and it will grow to $7.5 billion in 2012. And mobile advertising will also be used by
companies alongside their other campaigns including TV, radio, print, and outdoors.

9. Mobhile Instant Messaging: Gartner says that latent user demand and market conditions are
conductive to mobile IM's future adoption. It will appeal to developing markets where maobile
phones are often the only connectivity device a user owns.

10. Mobile Music: Sure, you have the iPhone, but what about your other options? Gartner says
that we're beginning to see new innovative models in this area that will include both device (think

"Comes with Music") and service bundles.
(ReadWriteWeb, written by Sarah Perez, November 18, 2009)
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GRANT UPDATE
Time to Apply for “The Big Read”

The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), in partnership with the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and in cooperation with Arts Midwest, announces the 2010 deadline for
“The Big Read”, a program to revitalize the role of literature in American culture. Organizations may
apply for grants ranging from $2,500 to $20,000. Selected communities will participate in The Big Read
from September 2010 — June 2011.

Big Read grants require the participation of a library as a lead applicant or a partner. Grant
funds, which must be matched with nonfederal funds, may be used for such expenses as book
purchases, speaker fees and travel, salaries, advertising, and venue rental.

The application can be downloaded at http://neabigread.org/guidelines.php. The proposal
deadline is February 2, 2010. Questions should be directed to Arts Midwest at 612-238-8010 or
TheBigRead @artsmidwest.org.

(American Libraries Direct, November 18, 2009)

WEBSITES OF INTEREST

American Library Association (ALA) — Research and Statistics - http://www.ala.org/ala/research/
The American Library Association has created an easy and quick way to access library research and

statistics. Here is a sampling of titles available: “Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study” and

“Librarianship & Library Staff Statistics”.

(American Libraries Direct, November 18, 2009)

New Copyright Website from Columbia University - http://copyright.columbia.edu

The Copyright Advisory Office of Columbia University in the City of New York, a leading provider of
copyright resources for the educational community, has launched a fully revised and updated website of copyright
issues and information. It offers expanded pages on copyright ownership, fair use, publication agreements, the
Google Book settlement, and more.
(American Libraries Direct, November 18, 2009)

TopTenReviews - http://febook-reader-review.toptenreviews.com/

Are you looking for the perfect gift for your book loving friend, but don’t know where to start with
purchasing an e-book reader? Here is a site that does a great job comparing the various readers and letting you
know what formats each reader can decipher and more.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DECEMBER
December is: National Bingo Month. For more details, go to:
http://www.brownielocks.com/bingo.html
Dec 24 & 25 WVLS Office Closed
JANUARY 2010
January is: National Get Organized Month. For more details, go to:
http://www.onlineorganizing.com/CalendarHoliday.asp?holiday=29
Jan 1 New Year’s Day - WVLS Office Closed.
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Jan 16 WVLS Board of Trustees Meeting — at the Marathon County Public Library,

9:30 a.m.
Jan 27 WVLS Webinar — “Keeping Current and Dealing With Information Overload”
with Sarah Houghton-Jan (The Librarian in Black)
Jan 29 College of DuPage Online Workshop “Making the Best of a Shrinking Budget”

11:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. Register with Inese Christman for Login Information or to
reserve the DVD at ichristman@wvls.lib.wi.us
FEBRUARY
February is: National Library Lovers’ Month, for more details, go to:
http://www.librarysupport.net/librarylovers/

Feb 16 Wisconsin Library Legislative Day, Best Western Inn on the Park, for details:
http://lwww.wla.lib.wi.us/legis/day/index.htm
Feb 19 College of DuPage Online Workshop “Cataloging: Where Are We Now?” 11:30 a.m.

—12:30 p.m. Register with Inese Christman for Login Information or to reserve
the DVD at ichristman@wvls.lib.wi.us

MARCH
March is: Women’s History Month, for details go to: http://www.nwhp.org/whm/index.php
Mar 12 College of DuPage Online Workshop “Information Literacy Education” 11:30 a.m.
—12:30 p.m. Register with Inese Christman for Login Information or to reserve
the DVD at ichristman@wvls.lib.wi.us
Mar 13 WVLS Board of Trustees Meeting — at the Marathon County Public Library,
9:30 a.m.
APRIL
April is: School Library Media Month, for details, go to: http://connect.ala.org/node/88509
Apr 9 College of DuPage Online Workshop — “Technology Trends in Libraries” 11:30 a.m.

— 12:30 p.m. Register with Inese Christman for Login Information or to reserve
the DVD at ichristman@wvls.lib.wi.us

Apr11-17 Celebrate National Library Week with the theme “Communities thrive @ your
library”. For details, go to: http://www.ala.org/nlw.

Apr 28 — 30 Wisconsin Association of Public Libraries Annual Conference at the Blue Harbor
Resort, Sheboygan. For details:
http://www.wla.lib.wi.us/wapl/conferences/2009/index.htm

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

“Optimism is the cheerful frame of mind that enables a teakettle to sing, even though it is in hot water up to its
nose.” --- Anonymous

The LAMPLIGHTER is a monthly newsletter of the Wisconsin Valley Library Service,

¥ ¢e 300 N. First Street, Wausau, WI 54403. Back issues are available at:
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& Phone: 715/261-7256
: FAX: 715/261-7259

http://wvls.lib.wi.us/Newsletter/newsindex.htm

(Note: Web links in past issues are not checked for currency and may no longer work.)
EDITOR: Inese Christman
ichristman@wvls.lib.wi.us
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Contributions are welcome! News items should be submitted by the fifteenth of the month. WVLS serves Clark, Forest, Langlade, Lincoln,
Marathon, Oneida, and Taylor counties. When the most recent issue becomes available, readers are alerted by a notice posted to WISPUBLIB, or
sent an email. To subscribe to WISPUBLIB, send an email message to wispublib@badger.state.wi.us In the body of the message (subject line
is ignored) type: subscribe WISPUBLIB. Then send your email. To have The Lamplighter emailed to you without subscribing to WISPUBLIB,
contact Barbara Freimund at 715/261-7250, or email freimund@wvls.lib.wi.us You may copy, reprint or forward all or part of this newsletter to
friends, colleagues or customers, as long as the use is not for resale or profit and the information/article is attributed to this issue of the WVLS
newsletter, The Lamplighter.

Happy Holidays !
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